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PARTNERSHIP IN EDUCATION SPONSORS 
Tonight, we celebrate the Community Foundations’ Annual Partnership 

in Education program which recognizes the teaching profession and 
the value of education. We are grateful to the following community 
leaders for their sponsorship of this grant program and celebration. 
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WELCOME 

Cristin McPeake, SVP Programs & Strategic Partnerships 
 

POUGHKEEPSIE DAY SCHOOL 
Spiro Gouras, Head of School 

 
SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION 

Dennis J. Markle Memorial Scholarship 
 

GRANTEE PRESENTATION 
Nicole Fiore & Amanda Allison 

Red Hook High School 
 

NUVANCE HEALTH TACONIC IPA SCIENCE EDUCATION  
GRANT AWARDS  

 
FUND FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION GRANT AWARDS  
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SCHOLARSHIPS 
The Community Foundations annually provides more than $400,000 in scholarships 
and awards to students through the generosity of our donors. Tonight, we will 
award a student planning for a future in the field of education.   

DENNIS J. MARKLE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
Established by family and friends of Dennis Markle, a beloved history teacher at 
Poughkeepsie Middle School, the scholarship is available to a graduating student 
of Poughkeepsie or Millbrook High School planning to major in education or 
history.  

 
2026 Scholarship Recipient 

 CAITLIN HAMMOND, MILLBROOK HIGH SCHOOL

 
NUVANCE HEALTH TACONIC IPA  
SCIENCE EDUCATION GRANTS 

This fund was created by Taconic IPA, whose mission is to provide the premier healthcare 
delivery network in the greater Hudson Valley. Grants from this fund are awarded to 
secondary school science teachers in Dutchess, Orange and Ulster counties to expand 
student learning opportunities in the sciences through the acquisition of classroom and 
laboratory equipment.   

2026 GRANTEES
  

Arlington High School 
Michael Polotaye & Steven J. Hertzog 

Gwen Saylor  
 

Dutchess BOCES Resilience Academy 
Noelle Gomez & Michael Hollick 

 
Highland Middle School 

Cornelia Harris  
 

John Jay Senior High School 
Ian Freedman & Jessica Morsey 

 
Mount Academy 

Neal Horning & Christopher Robertshaw 
 

Newburgh Free Academy  
Matthew Mayer 
Jessica Benson  

 
Oakwood Friends School 

Patrick Thomas & David Love 
 

Orville A Todd Middle School 
Elyse Joy & Cierra Simmons 

 
Our Lady of Lourdes High School 
Charles Chapman & Nikki D’Aleo 

 
Woodstock Day School 

Glenn Rubic & Beckett Lansbury 
 

Wraparound Services of the Hudson 
Valley 

Erica Gratzel



 

 

 

FUND FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION GRANTS 
Fund for Excellence in Education Grants are awarded to recognize the important 
contributions that teachers make in their community; support the personal and 
professional enhancement of teachers; and champion teacher initiatives to improve 
learning opportunities.   
 

2026 GRANTEES 
 

Arlington High School 
Sidney Scoralick & Angelina Lauria 

 
Arthur S. May Elementary School 

Selena Hernandez 
 

Carmel High School 
Allison Woolston & Maureen Labanowski 

Erin Appelle 
Laura Blaha 

 
Gayhead Elementary School 

Andrew Nikola 
 

George Fischer Middle School 
April-Rose Roe 

 
Green Chimneys 

Nico Tolinski 
 

H.H. Wells Middle School 
Megan Naclerio 

 
High Meadow School 

Clay Drinko & James Meyers 
 

J. Watson Bailey Middle School 
Meaghan Williams 

 
John Jay Senior High School 

Megan Cooke 
Ian Freedman 

 
JV Forrestal Elementary School 

Ashley Volpe & Sasha Greenspan 
 
 

 

Linden Avenue Middle School 
Julie Francese & Nicole Fiore 

Elizabeth Lowney 
 

Middle Way School 
Diana Jensen & Saya Meyerhoff 

 
Millbrook High School 

Cathie Morton 
 

Mount Academy 
Matina Horning 

 
Our Lady of Lourdes High School 
Kristen Gehlhoff & Marica Sadutto 

 
Poughkeepsie High School 

Nathan Lawrence-Paine 
 

Red Hook Central School District 
Patrick Caltabiano & Nicholas Fredericks 

 
Red Hook High School 

Nicole Fiore 
 

Rondout Valley High School 
Marianne Hawryluk 

 
Saint Martin de Porres School 

Barbara Schweibert & Jared D'Aleo 
 

Sargent Elementary School 
Trish Silverman & Dianne Sandison 

 
Woodstock Day School 

Leah Novak & Jenny Ogg 
William Bussert



 

 

GRANT SUMMARIES 
 

NUVANCE HEALTH TACONIC IPA SCIENCE EDUCATION 
 
Michael Polotaye & Steven J. Hertzog, Arlington High School 
3D Printer Grant 
Funds will be used to purchase a 3D printer.  With this equipment, biology students will have the 
opportunity to design and make models to assist in conceptual learning.  For example, students will 
design and print specifically shaped enzymes and substrates.  Hydroponics students will use the 
printer to solve problems that occur with plumbing needs and engineer a hydroponic system of 
their own design. 
 
Steven J. Hertzog & Michael Polotaye, Arlington High School 
Hydroponic lighting and monitoring systems 
Students will have the opportunity to grow a variety of plants indoors propagating from seed or 
vegetatively. The new equiptment will allow students to engage in multiple science and engineering 
practices developing students’ aptitude in questioning, collecting and organizing data, designing 
and conducting investigations, and communicating results.   
 
Gwen Saylor, Arlington High School 
Seeing better with Physics 
Funds will be used to purchase a selection of lenses to build simple optic devices (DIY telescopes 
and magnifying lenses) and 6 meter stick Optics Systems to study magnification.   Lenses will be 
used in physics and astronomy classes where students will explore how principles of refraction and 
reflection are used to engineer many familiar optical devices.  By modeling these devices, physics 
students will gain a better understanding of how the equations they are studying in class are 
applied within mechanisms inside modern devices such as smartphone cameras.   Astronomy 
students will learn how the simple design of early telescopes has led to our cutting edge space 
telescopes.   
 
Noelle Gomez & Michael Hollick, Dutchess BOCES Resilience Academy 
Up Close Investigations into Our Environment 
Funds will be used to purchase Darwin microscopes.  These will be used in both art and science 
classes to build interdisciplinary learning opportunities by exploring the microscopic world and 
developing art projects based upon these observations. 
For science students, the equiptment will allow classes to go into the field and perform 
experiments outdoors. As a cross curricular experience, images captured can be studied, drawn, or 
potentially turned into 3D artwork.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

Cornelia Harris, Highland Middle School 
Exploring the Micro-World 
The Flinn Economy Digital Microscope and 1.3 MP Digital Camera purchased with grant funds will 
ensure all students are able to see correct organism structures from a slide and improve their 
ability to look for those details with their own microscopes.  
 
Ian Freedman & Jessica Morsey, John Jay Senior High School 
3D Printer and Supplies for the John Jay HS Science Olympiad Team & Science 
Research Program 
Funds will support the purchase of a 3D Printer and supplies for the HS Science Olympiad team & 
Science Research program and will primarily be used by these students, but will also be available 
to other teachers and clubs.  In addition to learning CAD, students using this equipment will engage 
in research, design and fabrication of engineering devices (electric vehicles, robots, hovercraft, 
building jigs, levers, Rube Goldberg Machines, projectile launchers, independent research projects, 
etc.). This equiptment will also promote skills heavily emphasized in the new NY Science Learning 
Standards. 
 
Neal Horning & Christopher Robertshaw, Mount Academy 
Laboratory Scales for Inquiry-based Science 
Funds will support purchasing 9 Bonvoisin laboratory scales for inquiry-based science. From 
scientific research to health care to culinary arts, proper use of a precision scale is essential.  By 
acquiring new scales, our science laboratory will be better equipped to perform a wide variety of 
exploratory lab activities such as microscale measurements of chemicals to study chemical 
reactions; macroscale measurements of cooking ingredients to explore food chemistry; 
measurements of objects' masses to better understand topics such as gravity, momentum, and 
density; and investigative measurements of natural and synthetic substances to aid in the 
exploration and design of versatile materials and structures.  
 
Matthew Mayer, Newburgh Free Academy  
Carbon Dioxide Gas Sensors for Biology 
Funding from this grant will support students’ understanding of cellular processes and  
biochemistry.  The purchase of carbon dioxide gas sensons and biochambers provides a visual aid, 
helping to bring laboratory investigations to life.  

 
Jessica Benson, Newburgh Free Academy-Main Campus 
Scanner for 3D printer 
Grant monies will be used to purchase a 3D Scanner for College Biology, Life Science: Biology, 
College Anatomy and Physiology, College Forensics, and STEAM classes.  Last year we received a 
grant for a 3D printer, and we have made many models and materials to better teach these 
concepts.  Having a 3D scanner to use with the 3D printer will allow us to make copies of items we 
already have, including models and lab tools/equipment.  
 
Patrick Thomas & David Love, Oakwood Friends School 
Hydroponics and Polymerase Chain Reaction Equipment 
Grant funds will support infrastructure to launch a molecular biology and genetics program.  



 

 

Monies will expand student learning opportunities considerably as they move through the science 
program with agro-ecology learning in core biology and ecology courses, hydroponic plant 
production, and DNA extractions from plants to acquire DNA. 
 
Elyse Joy & Cierra Simmons, Orville A Todd Middle School 
Hello Hydro! 
Grant monies will be used to purchase hydroponic equipment. Students will use equiptment to 
learn about botany, sustainability, and food production.  They will be located throughout our 
building and will provide a supplement to our school cafeteria, as well as garnish and food for our 
FACS classroom when they are preparing food as part of their curriculum. 
 
Elyse Joy & Cierra Simmons, Orville A Todd Middle School 
Mind in Motion: Using Somatic Movement to Understand How the Brain Works 
Funds will support purchasing supplies, books, and brain model kits to implement somatic 
movement activities.  Using these practices, students learn about the mind-body connection, 
improve their self-awareness, emotional regulation, and focus.  
 
Charles Chapman & Nikki D’Aleo, Our Lady of Lourdes High School 
Bloom & Byte 
Grant monies will be used to purchase 2 solar-powered live-streaming bird cameras and 8 garden 
beds for the school garden. This will allow students to observe pollinators, birds, and wildlife in real 
time, collect data, and compare activity across locations. With app access, time-lapse, and high-
resolution imaging, students engage in authentic scientific inquiry, critical thinking, and “out-of-
the-box” investigations, while teachers guide learning and integrate real-world data into lessons. 
 
Glenn Rubic & Beckett Lansbury, Woodstock Day School 
WDS STEM Team Spring 2026 Elective 
Grant monies will be used to acquire three Arduino Education Starter Kits.  These kits are an 
incredible tool for STEM electives as it offers access to an online platform with 9 guided lessons, 2 
open-ended projects, glossary, tips and logbooks filled with exercises - a total of up to 25 hours of 
learning.  Arduino open-ended projects challenge students to apply what they have learned in the 
lessons in a creative way. They are given a set of requirements that their project has to meet, but 
can decide themselves what they want to build and how to structure the process. 
 
Erica Gratzel, Wraparound Services of the Hudson Valley 
Adaptive Labotory Equipment for Special Needs Classroom  
The acquisition of compound microscopes will significantly enhance learning opportunities for 
students with significant disabilities by providing equitable access to hands-on, inquiry-based 
science instruction. Students with significant cognitive, physical, sensory, and communication 
disabilities often experience science as a passive activity due to limited access to appropriate 
equipment. This grant will allow students to actively participate in authentic scientific exploration 
rather than observing from the sidelines. 

 
 



 

 

FUND FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION  
 
Sidney Scoralick & Angelina Lauria, Arlington High School 
Attendance of the ITEEA Conference 
Grant monies will fund attendance to the ITEEA Conference - a professional development 
conference for Technology and Engineering teachers worldwide.  Attending workshops and 
meeting with vendors will help teachers stay up to date on the latest trends in the field. Teachers 
will participate in workshops directly aligned with their specialties.  Attendence will afford 
networking opportunities with companies that manufacture machinery used in the classroom. 
 
Selena Hernandez, Arthur S. May Elementary School 
Flex-Space Furniture for Kindergarten Classroom 
Funds will support the purchase of a small group whiteboard table and a  
bench with built-in book storage. These tools will help with student engagement, academic growth, 
stronger organization, more effective teaching, and student independence and confidence.  
 
Allison Woolston & Maureen Labanowski, Carmel High School 
Red, White, and Brew- a Coffee Experience 
Grant monies will support the opening of a student-run coffee cart. Student workers will be from 
the PACE program (Personal, Academic, Community Experience) that serves students with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD/DD) who are ages 14-22.  They will be responsible 
for preparing products, fulfilling customer orders, managing money, and restocking materials 
needed in day-to-day operations.  
 
Erin Appelle, Carmel High School  
Super Shredders--A building level business where no money is required! 
Grant monies will be used by students in the life skills classroom to start a shredding business for 
teachers and administrators.   The goal is to help students that struggle with typical academics 
develop life skills that foster independence. This busineess will create opportunities for students to 
interact with the greater school community and practice communication and social skills. 
 
Laura Blaha, Carmel High School 
Fun skills for life 
Students in the PACE program (Personal Academic Community Experience) at Carmel High School 
work on many different life skills throughout the day.  An important piece of life after high school 
will be learning to enjoy leisure time.  Many of the students will be attending dayhab programs 
where they will engage in hobbies and games with others to occupy their time.  Grant monies will 
be used to purchase different items such as a Wii, arts and crafts, puzzles, board games, etc. to 
help improve social and pragmatic skills, improve attention to task, improve ability to follow 
directions, and increase student engagement. 
 
 
 



 

 

Andrew Nikola, Gayhead Elementary School 
Amplify: The Changemakers Media Lab 
Grant monies will fund The Amplify: Changemakers Media Lab project.  This project will establish a 
fully functional, student-driven multimedia production space at Gayhead Elementary School 
beginning in Spring 2026. The lab will serve as a creative hub where students explore storytelling, 
podcasting, and hopefully some video production, allowing them to research, script, record, and 
share projects that reflect their ideas, experiences, and perspectives on topics that matter to them 
and are relevant to the curriculum. 
 
April-Rose Roe, George Fischer Middle School 
Self-Regulation Station 
The PACE (Personal, Academic, Community Experience) program at George Fischer Middle School 
services students with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Our focus is on functional 
academics, life skills, and community experiences. Grant monies will be used to expand a safe 
space to help them regulate within the classroom. Items purchased will help provide additional 
mindfulness tools and choices for the children. 
 
Nico Tolinski, Green Chimneys 
Pottery Wheels for Therapeutic Special Education 
Grant monies will be used to purchase two pottery wheels for students with severe mental, 
behavioral, and emotional health challenges. Integrating a pottery wheel into the program will 
improve students’ coping skills, engagement, and overall sense of self-worth. Students are 
encouraged to use art programming as an outlet to process their trauma and health challenges.  
 
Megan Naclerio, H.H. Wells Middle School 
A Puppet Production with Life Skills Special Ed. Students 
Grant monies will be used for a multidisciplinary Puppet Unit in Art and Music for a group of 
neurodivergent middle-schoolers. The curriculum will feature low-stimulation media, puppets and 
stories specifically designed for these students.  The puppets will become a classroom staple, 
along with a student-made puppet theater, to engage in pretend play and practice real-life 
conversation scenarios.  
 
Clay Drinko & James Meyers, High Meadow School 
Activating Learning with Archaeology 
Grant monies will be used to create an immersive history curriculum centering around archaeology 
and methodical excavation principles. The funds will be used to purchase metal detectors and a 
suite of professional archaeology equipment. The project will include classroom learning and an 
extensive field project.  Working in small teams, students will survey the campus and then 
excavate a chosen site. The artifacts found during excavation will  then be passed on to our 7th and 
8th graders, becoming the centerpiece for their annual research projects and our culminating 
spring history museum.   
 
Meaghan Williams, J. Watson Bailey Middle School  
Sensory Enhancements at JWB 
Funds will support building sensory toolboxes for use in adminsitrative offices and classrooms.  
These tools help students regualate mood and nervous systems enabling them to better focus and 
be more engaged to excel academically.  
 



 

 

Megan Cooke, John Jay Senior High School 
ISTE Certification 
Grant monies will be used for completion of the ISTE (The International Society for Technology in 
Education) Educator Certification Program. The program is designed to expand educational 
practice by exploring new technologies and learing about innovative ways to use technology in the 
classroom.  
 
Ian Freedman, John Jay Senior High School  
3D printer for Science Olympiad and Science Research 
Grant monies will be used for CAD software and a 3D printer.  Equiptment will be used as a part of 
Science Olympiad competitions, or as a part of independent research projects constructing 
engineering devices.  
 
Ashley Volpe, JV Forrestal Elementary School 
Improving Student Learning With Sensory Supports 
Grant monies will be used to enhance student learning across PreK–Grade 5 by expanding and 
improving sensory supports to meet the diverse needs of all learners. The existing sensory room 
will be updated with new equiptment to provide a more effective, accessible space for structured 
sensory breaks. Additionally, classroom sensory toolkits will be provided to help teachers support 
student regulation and engagement throughout the day. This initiative is designed to support all 
learning styles, helping students feel more comfortable, confident, and capable throughout their 
school day. Ultimately, we hope to foster a school culture where every student feels seen, 
supported, and empowered to succeed.  
 
Julie Francese & Nicole Fiore, Linden Avenue Middle School 
Grocery Shopping Life Skills Program for Flex Special Education Students 
Funds will support middle and high school students in our Special Education Flex program with 
hands-on grocery shopping experiences. This initiative will use supermarket gift cards to teach 
essential life skills such as budgeting, meal planning, community navigation, and independent 
living. This project will significantly enhance the effectiveness of classroom lessons by bridging 
theory and practice.  This hands-on approach increases engagement, improves retention, and 
fosters confidence, making classroom instruction more impactful and relevant to everyday life. 
 
Elizabeth Lowney, Linden Avenue Middle School 
Latin Culture Fair Funding Support 
Grant funds will be used to support The Latin Culture Fair at Linden Avenue Middle School.  This 
event raises cultural awareness by bringing approximately sixty community members into the 
building to share their Latin America & Spanish culture with students through culinary traditions.  
These interactions foster cultural understanding, empathy, and connections outside the students’ 
immediate circle. 
 
Diana Jensen & Saya Meyerhoff, Middle Way School 
Building Capacity for Connection and Conflict in Elementary Classrooms 
Grant monies will support programming by Christie Barron, a Somatic Experiencing Practitioner  
who will provide an 8-week professional development series for teachers in nervous system care 
and conflict practice. Topics covered will include nervous system literacy, building skills to 
recognize when challenging behavior is actually a bid for connection or a sign of dis-regulation; 



 

 

tools to build "collective nervous systems" oriented toward health rather than punishment; 
practices for addressing conflict through curiosity rather than pathology; and language and 
frameworks that shift from behavior management to relational care. 
 
Cathie Morton, Millbrook High School 
Manifesting a MakerSpace: 3D Printing in the HS Library 
Grant monies will be used to implement 3D printing technology.  This will allow students to utilize 
technology for a variety of educational activities in the classroom and for independent projects in 
the library MakerSpace. A 3D printer will enhance student resources by building 21st century skills.  
Additionally, monies will provide access to educator resources consisting of  20 unique lesson 
plans based on educational projects, aligned to educational standards. 

 
Matina Horning, Mount Academy 
Professional Development Opportunity for Teachers of World Languages 
Grant monies will be used for two teachers to attend the American Council on the Teaching of 
Foreign Language (ACTFL) conference in November 2026. The annual ACTFL conference is 
recognized as the most comprehensive professional development event for language educators. 
The convention will provide tools to help develop a stronger and more effective foreign language 
curriculum. This includes integration of professionally researched teaching modalities, 
enhancement of cultural connections, and development of effective differentiations for students 
with learning disabilities and/or heritage language speakers.  
 
Kristen Gehlhoff & Marica Sadutto, Our Lady of Lourdes High School 
Rolling Reads 
Funds will help support the schools’ World Language Department with the launch of Rolling Reads / 
Lecturas Rodantes / Letture in Movimento.  This is a Mobile Literacy Cart that brings 
comprehensible input (CI) reading materials such as graphic novels, cultural texts, and selecting 
current-events materials directly to classrooms. These CI readers allow students to understand 
and engage with language at their level while being naturally exposed to new vocabulary and 
structures, supporting both language acquisition and reading fluency as well as critical thinking 
skills, collaboration, and creativity across subjects—key skills for lifelong learning.  
 
Nathan Lawrence-Paine, Poughkeepsie High School 
Environmental Club 
Grant money will allow the Environmental Club at Poughkeepsie High School to continue it's 
gardening program and sponser a field trip to a local animal sanctuary.  The environmental club 
teaches students about all aspects of gardening, from growing micro greens in the winter, to 
starting seeds indoors, to planting and maintaining an outdoor garden and finally to harvesting and 
even cooking the food. The club will visit the Catskill Animal Sanctuary introducing students to 
animal rescue and educating them about effects faming have on the environment.    
 
Patrick Caltabiano & Nicholas Fredericks, Red Hook Central School District  
Support Healthy living for students in Flex Health class 
Grant monies will fund the Personal Hygiene Unit, a structured and accessible lesson plan that 
leads to meaningful improvements in students’ functional health skills. The primary outcomes 
include increased student independence in completing daily hygiene routines, greater consistency 



 

 

in applying learned skills, and improved understanding of how personal hygiene affects overall 
well-being.  
 
Nicole Fiore, Red Hook High School 
Special Education Flex Class Develop Micro business & Simulated Apartment 
Grant monies will help create a simulated classroom apartment and expand the micro-business 
program within the Special Education Flex Program. This environment will provide students with 
authentic, hands-on opportunities to practice adaptable daily living skills and develop vocational 
competencies. The design and building of the simulated apartment will include the student’s 
engagement. The micro business will be carried out in routine classes with the participation of 
other core educational disciplines for a well-rounded interdisciplinary experience.   
 
Marianne Hawryluk, Rondout Valley High School 
Rondout Valley High School Theater Arts Program 
Funds will be used to support the school’s theater program.  In class curriculum includes learning 
all aspects of producing live theater: makeup, set building, and operating microphones and 
spotlights. Learning to operate specialized equipment and having access to the items ahead of 
performances is crucial for giving students hands-on experience.  
 
Barbara Schweibert & Jared D'Aleo, Saint Martin de Porres School 
COMPASS: Creating Opportunities for Mapping, Parent and Storytelling 
Funds will support the creation of COMPASS, a project helping students improve their geography 
skills. COMPASS will be lead by a collaborative team—a second-grade teacher, a sixth-grade 
teacher, and the school librarian.  The project will help students across grade levels explore the 
world through maps and stories, connecting geographic concepts to real-life experiences.  
 
Trish Silverman & Dianne Sandison, Sargent Elementary School 
Waffle & Friends 
Funds will support “In Arms Waffle and Friends”, a puppet show at Sargent Elementary School.  
This program is part of our social-emotional learning and anti-bullying initiative. The interactive 
performance uses puppetry, humor, and storytelling to teach students about kindness, empathy, 
inclusion, and strategies for responding to bullying in age-appropriate ways. 
 
Leah Novak & Jenny Ogg, Woodstock Day School 
EC/LS Playground Equipment Upgrades - Spring 2026 
Grant monies will be used for a rejuvenation project for the outdoor playground space. 
Improvements will include landscaping, fencing and large scale commercial playground pieces to 
build upon children’s motor skills and physical development. 
 
William Bussert, Woodstock Day School 
National Archery in the Schools Program (NASP) Equipment 
Funds will support an archery program that helps students strengthen focus, patience, self-
regulation, and confidence. Archery provides a natural “level playing field” where all students can 
experience success regardless of physical size, speed, or athletic background. 
Students will gain outdoor skills, learn to set and track personal goals, and experience the 
satisfaction of incremental improvement. The program will also create continuity from grade to 
grade, giving students opportunities to deepen practice over many years and potentially participate 
in competitions beyond school. 



 

 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS 
Volunteers are essential to the work of the Community Foundations. We would 

like to thank the following individuals for the time, talent, and energy they 
provided in selecting the recipients of tonight’s scholarships and grant awards. 

 
Brian Brown 
Linda Cantor 
Jackie Chatfield 
Linda B. Clarke 
Maria DeWald 

  Tom Florio 
Paul Fritz 
Katie Kane 
Melanie Klein 
Alison Murphy 

Michael Murphy 
Dwight Paine 
Maribel Pregnall 
Amanda Sargent 
Hannah Webster

 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS BOARD AND STAFF 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Robert J. Cotter, Chair 
Aziz M. Ahsan, Esq. 
Carlos Alamo-Pastrana 
Ashley K. Alleyne, MPS 
Darrelyn A. Brennan, 
CFP 
Malia K. Du Mont 
John Finch 

G. Angela Henry 
Frances Barney 
Knutsen, CFA 
Melissa A. Manna-
Williams, Esq. 
Melanie Matero 
Edward L. McCormick 
Rebecca Reynolds, CPA 

Margaret Rubin, Esq. 
Myrna Sameth 
Mary Etta Schneider 
Rendesia Scott 
Chip Simon, CFP 
Karen Unger

  

 

COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS STAFF 

Laura Washington, President & CEO 
Heather Eckardt, Executive Assistant/Board Liaison 

Benjamin Krevolin, Senior Vice President Development 
Serena Marrero, Vice President, Planned Giving 

Stephen Gnojewski, Vice President, Putnam 
Kevin Quilty, Vice President, Ulster 

Zoaya Schamberg, Philanthropic Services Associate 
Cristin McPeake, Senior Vice President Programs & Strategic Partnerships  

Elisabeth Giglio, Program Officer 
Kate Farinato, Grants Administrator 
Darcy Kelly, Chief Financial Officer  

Margareth Tan Gorman, Finance Assistant 
Nicole Peluse, Vice President Strategy and Operations 

Michele Eldon, Communications Specialist 
Desrin Jenkins, Administrative and Operations Assistant 

 

 



 

 

 

Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley 
 

Our Vision: A prosperous, equitable, inclusive Hudson Valley with vibrant 
communities where all can live, work, and thrive. 

Our Mission: The Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley delivers 
community and philanthropic leadership to inspire and celebrate local charitable 

giving and civic engagement. 

 

The power of community foundations is in their ability to pool resources, wisdom, 
and experience of a region to meet its most pressing needs. By investing in 

regional nonprofits, teachers, and students, and creating targeted initiatives, CFHV 
has addressed the dynamic interests of their community for over 50 years. 

 

Join the Partnership in Education 
Committed community members like you make classroom enhancing grants 

possible. Their generosity has made essential equipment and training accessible 
to teachers throughout the region. Each year, the Foundations receives exciting 

requests that far outweigh the funds available. You can bridge the gap to a 
brighter future for young minds! Make a tax-deductible gift today or plan for a 

future gift through your will or estate plan to invest in the next generation. 
Contact us for more information by calling 845-452-3077 or visiting 

CommunityFoundationsHV.org. 

 

  
   

In Dutchess & Putnam 
25 Van Wagner Road 

Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 
845-452-3077    

In Ulster 
P.O. Box 3046 
Kingston, NY 12402 
845-338-2535

CommunityFoundationsHV.org 
 

Responding Today, Investing in Tomorrow 


	Stephen Gnojewski, Vice President, Putnam
	Kevin Quilty, Vice President, Ulster
	Kate Farinato, Grants Administrator
	Michele Eldon, Communications Specialist

