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Bringing Beauty into Homes and Hearts
How One Hudson Valley Arts Organization
Fine-Tuned Their Offerings in the time of Covid

F

or nearly a year, Covid-19 has
changed our lives and community. Like each of us, local nonprofits have demonstrated adaptability and resilience to continue their
missions. While food and medicine
delivery services quickly mobilized,
arts and culture organizations also
needed to think differently.
The abundance of beloved local
arts, creative, and cultural groups
are defining features of our region.
Throughout the pandemic, people
have sought solace from them – and

they have delivered.
One inspiring example is an
ongoing series of livestream performances led by the Howland Chamber
Music Circle. “It all started with a
phone call from the Stevens Family,
founders of the Howland Chamber
Music Circle, and fund holders at
Community Foundations” said President Margery Groten. “They reached
out to ask that we continue the legacy
of investing in talented, young, and
hungry artists who were being affected by venue closures. To accomplish

this, the family offered a matching
contribution to support the musicians
and broadcast the performances.
Together we could give the performers the joy of having an opportunity
to perform, and through livestreams,
expand access to new audiences.”
To produce these events, the organization enlisted help from its core
of volunteers and board members.
Each has a connection to the mission
and classical music, which, Margery
noted, infuses their efforts.
...continued on next page

Above: Wynona Wang performing for a livestream audience on September 13, 2020.
Photo by Carl Gutowski, Concert Manager, Howland Chamber Music Circle.
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Dear Friends,
Your care and consideration
for others made a critical
difference in 2020, and we
are grateful for all that you
did. While we have turned
the page to a new calendar
year, we cannot turn the
page on the challenges we
face in our community.

While we have turned the
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page on the challenges we
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We take heart knowing that you and your
neighbors remain committed to working
with us to invest in our region’s recovery
and resilience. Working together, people
like you are creating opportunities to
make life better locally.
Our cover story spotlights how the
Howland Chamber Music Circle

connected with artists and
organizations to offer their
concerts virtually. This
theme of creating a better
community is echoed in our
Professional Advisor Q&A,
where McCabe & Mack
attorney Rebecca Blahut
Esq. offers insight into
creating your meaningful legacy as part
of your estate plan.
As you look for ways to make a
difference in 2021, please reach out. The
Community Foundations is your partner
in philanthropy and your resource for
making connections that matter. You can
reach me at (845) 452-3077 or scross @
communityfoundationshv.org.
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PS. With a hopeful eye to the horizon, we invite
you to save the date for our 2021 Garden Party.
We are planning to gather together under the tent
Sunday, September 26th at Boscobel House and
Gardens in Garrison.
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You Asked Staff

I’m pleased to make annual gifts to support my favorite causes, but
how can I make a lasting difference for the causes I care about?
1.

Estate
Planning
Attorney
Rebecca
Blahut, Esq.
answered:

F

or most of us, working with an
organization like Community
Foundations of the Hudson Valley
is a smart strategy for creating your
legacy. I recommend this option to
clients for three main reasons:

It’s less expensive to set up
and maintain a Community
Foundation fund than a private
foundation;
2. It keeps your money in the
community, and;
3. It flexibly protects your interests
even as the landscape of
nonprofits and your interests
change.
Establishing a fund with your will
or trust offers an inexpensive way
to deliver annual support for your
favorite causes or charities in your

name. Should the charity cease to
exist, the Community Foundations
knowledgeable staff and board will
find a group with a similar mission
to fulfill your vision. Working with
your professional advisor and the
Community Foundations, you can
easily achieve your goals and benefit
the causes you care about.

Our staff is always available
to answer your questions.
If you’d like to be in touch,
please email us at info@
communityfoundationshv.org.

...continued from front cover

Each has a connection to the mission
and classical music, which, Margery
noted, infuses their efforts. They
formed ALIVEmusica, a collaboration
of leading chamber music presenters including Newburgh Chamber
Music and Pawling Concert Series.
Working together, they linked with
other groups to promote the series.
A key connection with one partner
brought the concerts into homes at
Woodland Pond in New Paltz.

A

mong the residents who
watched the series was an
anonymous longtime fan of
the Howland Chamber Music Circle.
“During this time of great challenge,
so many people are hurting,” they
said. “With performance spaces
shut down, musicians lost their
source of income and supporters
lost a source of nourishment. We
don’t live on food alone and need
the arts for our well-being.”
Working with the Community
Foundations, they recommended
a grant to help sustain the series.

Colin and Eric Jacobsen performing on
October 25, 2020. Photo by Carl Gutowski.

“Nobody gets to where they are
without help,” they continued.
“Music has always been a part of
my family’s life – and I wouldn’t
want to live without it. As a community, we need to support these places that offer so much to others.”
“The amazing generosity of
the Stevens Family, our committed
board and volunteers, corporate,
foundation and individual donors
have made this a meaningful endeavor,” said Margery Groten. “In
particular, the grants from Community Foundations, including annual
grants from our endowment fund,
have been invaluable in helping us
transition online. Each performance

has attracted hundreds of viewers
and encouraged the performers to
continue striving for excellence.”
Thanks to generous neighbors
opening their minds and hearts, we
have seen continued support for
the arts and culture. While Covid
informs our day-to-day lives, it has
also deepened our community’s
appreciation for creative expression.
Working together, you have created
tangible impacts on the viability of
arts in the place we live, love and
call home.

Learn more and explore
upcoming performances by
visiting howlandmusic.org.

Pivoting to Respond
With your help, our Pivoting to Respond grants helped to
make a meaningful difference – here’s how:
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A grand total of $258,600 was donated. Thank

you!

THE ART EFFECT • Joanna Frang, Executive Director of The Barrett Art Center led Poughkeepsie students at The Art Effect

in a curatorial pilot program at the Poughkeepsie Trolley Barn on October 5, 2020. Students created the theme and call
for entries for Home Sick, The Art Effect’s first international juried exhibition that will open on February 25, 2021. With your
support, The Art Effect was one of our Pivoting to Respond grant recipients.

For more, visit communityfoundationshv.org

